
Summer Reading List and Assignments for Grades 9 to 12 
 
 
Ninth Grade   
Choose one title from the following:  Little Men by Louisa May Alcott or Jo’s Boys by Louisa 
May Alcott or Eight Cousins by Louisa May Alcott 
Crazy Love by Francis Chan 
Bible Selection: The book of Matthew 
 
Tenth Grade  
This Present Darkness by Frank Peretti 
The Best Question Ever by Andy Stanley 
Bible Selection: The book of Mark 
 
Eleventh Grade  
The Outlaws of Sherwood by Robin McKinley 
Radical by David Platt 
Bible Selection: The book of Luke 
 
Twelfth Grade 
Counter Culture by David Platt   
Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers or Piercing the Darkness by Frank Peretti 
Bible Selection: Book of John 
 
 
 
Most assigned book selections are available for purchase through Amazon.com, 
Christianbook.com or from other booksellers. Guidelines for assignments are attached. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Northside Christian Academy Summer Reading Guidelines 

Northside Christian Academy requires summer reading to accomplish the following objectives:  

• To encourage the enjoyment of reading  
• To improve students’ reading comprehension—and writing—skills  
• To afford students the opportunity to develop and exercise their ability to discern 

what is true and Godly in what they read  
• To prepare students for the expectations of the colleges they will attend.  
• To enhance a biblical worldview.  

We have tried to select books of intellectual and educational merit which encourage thought and 
build a student’s Biblical world view. Please confirm that your child has completed the reading 
by signing the student’s journals.  

Summary of Procedures  

• Each student must read each book required per grade level.  
• After reading each book, students must complete the journal assignment.  
• Parents should sign the journal when the student completes the reading and assignment.  
• Students will turn in the journals to their teacher the first week of school.  
• Be prepared to participate in a group assignment when school begins.  

 

*Please note that books must be read and not listened to unless expressly permitted due to 
learning disabilities.  

** Students not reading the novel or turning in work that is not original (is plagiarized) will 
receive zero credit for this assignment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Reading Assignments for High School 

Read the assigned two books and scripture for your grade level. 

• Complete a journal (see directions below) for each of the two books and the assigned 
scripture reading.  
• Each journal assignment will count as a quiz grade.  
• In addition, expect to complete a group assignment about your readings when you 
return to school. You will be allowed to use your books, your Bible and your summer 
journal to help you complete the assessment.  This will also be a quiz grade. 
 

Journal Assignment:  The purpose of this journal is to write and reflect upon what you are 
reading.  It is important to develop the habit of reflective questioning. You may use a double-
entry format to examine details of a passage and synthesize your understanding of the text or 
simply create a typed list.  

You should highlight key text throughout the book and make very brief notes showing your own 
thoughts or insights in the margins.  It is appropriate to show evidence of Biblical world view 
thinking for this task.   

In this process, there is to be NO collaboration with other students. Any assistance from the 
internet, movies, or secondary sources such as Spark Notes, Cliff Notes, or Wikipedia will be 
viewed as cheating.  

Journal Instructions:  

1. Your journal should BE TYPED.  
2. Please follow the format in the sample entry below or just submit your entries as a list. 
3. How do you choose what passages to make note of in the journal?  
Passages become important if  

• Details in the passage seem important to you  
• You have an epiphany (“ah ha!” moment)  
• You learn something significant about a character  
• You recognize a pattern (recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols, details, etc.)  
• You agree or disagree with something a character says or does  
• You find an interesting or potentially significant quotation  
• You notice something important or relevant about the author’s writing style  
• You notice effective use of literary devices  
• You think that the passage contributes to or reveals a theme in the novel  
 

4. In the RESPONSE section, write about the passages.  Do not merely summarize the 
plot or restate the passage in your own words. Tell us why you think the quote is 
important to the reading.  Focus on one of the following areas for each entry: 

a.  Reaction/opinion – What is your reaction/opinion to the quote? 
b.  Impact – What is the impact or importance of the quote?    
c.  Theme – How does the quote point to one of the themes in the book? 



d.  Connection – How does the quote connect to something Biblically, in real life 
or another novel? 
  

5. Each RESPONSE should be at least 50 words (include word count at the end of each 
response. First person writing (using the pronoun “I”) is acceptable in the RESPONSE 
column. It is appropriate to show evidence of Biblical world view thinking in a response.  
It is important to explain why you think something, like something, or don’t understand 
something.  

Sample Journal Entry Format #1 

TEXT   RESPONSE 
“But the two visitors did not perceive with 
eyes only.  Even from this vantage point 
the true substratum of Ashton weighted 
very heavily upon their spirits and minds.  
They could fell it: restless, strong, 
growing, very designed and  
purposeful . . . a very special kind of evil” 
(Peretti 3). 

At this early stage of the novel, it is already becoming 
clear that this small town is going to be under attack 
from evil forces.  I have some questions.  Who are 
these two visitors?  How are they perceiving the evil 
around them, if not by sight alone?  As I continue to 
read, I will look for the theme of good versus evil, and 
specifically, how this impacts the people of the town 
of Ashton. (75 words) 

 

Sample Journal Entry Format #2 

“But the two visitors did not perceive with eyes only.  Even from this vantage point the true 
substratum of Ashton weighted very heavily upon their spirits and minds.  They could fell it: 
restless, strong, growing, very designed and purposeful . . .a very special kind of evil” (Peretti 3). 

At this early stage of the novel, it is already becoming clear that this small town is going to be 
under attack from evil forces.  I have some questions.  Who are these two visitors?  How are they 
perceiving the evil around them, if not by sight alone?  As I continue to read, I will look for the 
theme of good versus evil, and specifically, how this impacts the people of the town of Ashton. 
(75 words) 

Review of Requirements:  

TEXT portion of journal:  
____ You have 10 excerpts from 10 different chapters of the book.  
____ You have quoted and used quotation marks (watch placement of marks).  
____ Your citation has a page number and is according to MLA standards (see example).  
RESPONSE portion of journal:  
____ You have 10 responses.  
____ You have a variety of responses. 
____ Your response has word count; each must be at least 50 words.  
 

Summer Reading Grading Rubric 



Category Exemplary 
25 

Accomplished 
22 

Developing 
18 

Beginning 
15 

Your 
Score 

Quotes/Text 
 
Citation  of 
Quote 
(including 
page 
number) 

Meaningful 
passage 
selections 
 
Quote marks 
and page 
numbers are 
provided for 
all 10 
citations 

Less detailed 
but significant 
quotes 
 
OR 
Missing no 
more than 1-3 
or 10 
quotation 
marks and 
page numbers 

Few 
significant 
details from 
the text 
 
OR missing 
no more 
than 4-6 of 
10 quotation 
marks and 
page 
numbers 

Hardly any 
significant 
details from 
the text  
 
OR missing 
no more than 
7-9 quotation 
marks and 
page 
numbers 

 

Response 
Variety  

Includes a 
variety of 
unique 
comments  
and Biblical 
world view 
thinking is 
evident. 

Includes some 
variety of 
unique 
comments 
and Biblical 
world view 
thinking is 
evident. 
 
 

Little 
variety of 
comments 
exists.  
Biblical 
world view 
thinking is 
limited. 
 

Comments 
are limited to 
mostly the 
same 
response and 
no Biblical 
world view 
thinking is 
evident. 
 
 

 

Responses 
(#) 

10 responses 
 
No 
paraphrasing 
or summary 

10 responses 
 
1 is a 
summary 
response 

6 responses 
 
2 are 
summaries 

5 responses 
or less 
 
3+summaries 

 

Word Count 
 
Cover page 

Word count 
(50+) 
included for 
each 
response 
 
  AND 
Student 
name, book 
title, author, 
page count 

Word count 
(50+) on at 
least 8 
responses  
 
OR 
Missing one 
cover item 

Word count 
(50+) on at 
least  6 
responses  
 
OR 
Missing two 
cover items 

Word count 
on at least 4 
or less 
responses 
 
OR 
No cover 

 

 

Rubric Score _____ (-1 point for each grammar/spelling mistake) =  Final Grade:  __________ 

 


